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PUBLISHER’S NOTE

The Gurudeva Literary Association, Hubli, came
into existence in 1943. Gurudeva Rabindranath
Tagore’s life-stimulating ideals are the objects of
aspitation of our Association. Prof. A. Menezes and

Shti 8. S. Wodeyar are taking keen interest in the~
progtessive activities of our Association. ‘Their

timely advice has always been to our henefit. \When
we took up the publication of Shri Deshipande’s
book “The Land of Libraries”, we naturally approa-
ched them for guidance and got it. W “thank them
for this guidance. AWV

It is really 2 pleasure and g.’p'zi{r‘ilege to publish
this leatned stoty of a study tdr. Shri Deshpande
has generously given us l';is‘r&)nscnt to publish this
book. We thank Shti Déshpande for his generosity.
We also thank Sllri\S:“'C. Mysotemath for having
co-operated with us\in all this work.

We thank ::i’h’% proprietor of Ravindra Press,
Dharwat, fqr{.the beautiful printing of this hook.

&}P.\\Taxend:amath M. B. Budihalmath
:“\:’" Chairman Bocretary
<\; i Fublishing Depaviment
The Gurudevs Literary Associntion, Hubli
18—3-—-1958
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INTRODUCTION

Some time in September last, I spoke on my
visit to the United States and the Continent at a

Shi 8. 8. Wodeyar, suggested that I develop the,
material - presented in the talk into a bookiet, What
follows is the result of my attempt to pip) into
book form the material of this talk as wel] 480t other
talks given before different local audiencés. I have
also drawn upon the teport thar Mvade to the
University immediately on m Q{'gﬁgejc'itrn from the
States, &

g
a3
\

Friends and well-wishe\rs who werc kind enough
to go through the orig,igj};r draft encouraged me by
their appreciation and\b\éggestions. Their names are
legion. A few, Ilg’ké?eirer, stand out prominently,

My specidlrthanks are due to Principal G, 8,
Pammasivay?y:q;’ Chairman of the University Library
Committed,” who encouraged me not only in this
efforedfut in all my endeavours since I took over as
Univ r}sity Librarian,
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public function, when some of my friends, notably
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Prof. A. Menezes, Professor and Head of the
University Department of English, under whom I had
the good fortune of studying, has placed me under

a deep - debt of gratitude by going through the final
draft.

My greatest debt is due to our popular and distin-
gnished Vice-Chancellor, Wrangler D. C. Pavate, 3, o
(Cantab.), but for whose strong rccommendatlon\my
visit to the Land of Libraties would ha%é been
unpossible and who, not \Vlthstandmg.“phe‘. pressure
of work, has graced this booklet withé\Féreword.

My thanks are also due {J the Gurudeva
Literary  Association, Hubh?\ﬁar volunteering to
publish the book, and to*3kri S. G. Mysoremath,
one of the editors of the) ﬁssociation, for help of

all sorts. N
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Lastly, 1 rnust thank the Proprictor of the
Ravindea’ Prcss\ for the neat printing, and
M/s Srmwzfsé& Co., for the blocks. -

.\}"
x\
"\25-3-195%

iversity Tibsary, —K. §. D.
DHARWAR '

iv



FOREWORD

It is one of the most promising signs of the
times we live in that the nations of the world are
opening out to one another at many levels. True,

suspicion and distrust still linger in some quarters, |
Ideological fanaticism perpetuates cold war and puts.

an enormous strain not only upon the nations( é6n-
cerned but upon the world at large. Nevertheless,
the general desire to give and take, to exthange the
insttuments of knowledge and cxvﬂ}zanon is as
genuine as it is indisputable. Neve£ have such large
aumbers of men and women me’\‘réd so fast and to
better purpose as during the lagt “decade or so. Delega-
tions of all kinds have travclled from one country to
another. Conferences o‘n a continental or world
basis have met and débﬁted issues of the widest possi-
ble significance. , C Observers and adjudicators have
been mutually\gccepted by most parties. Neutral
oations wouldseem to have an increasing part to play
at each crﬁ\s in international affairs. Colonijalism is
discred{ted if not yet fully disintegrated; and the
Wth Man’s Burden is fast slipping from once
superior shoulders. There is, or seems to be, every-
where 2 will to peace and a will to freedom.
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It is here that the Libraty has an inestimable
role to play; and it is significant that the author of
this book saw a great democracy also as 2 land of
libtaries. HHis visit to the U. S, A., and the United
Kingdom was itself one example out of many of this
all-round urge to know and share the best of Wh’l{
each country has to show—and give—in the sphepe
of cultute and technical knowledge; and-—asfﬁ}* as
one can judge from this volume—he has usedliﬁs rare
oppottunity to excellent purpose; and LAmisure the
widened knowledge and practical cxpifience he has
gathered in foreign countries will ‘Bevof advantage,
not only to the Library over which'he presides, but,
through such publications as the'present, to the entire
Library Movement in our 'cb.‘ur'ltry.

For the Library L\-{ojx;é%nent Is one sure measure
of the progress of ‘dpfﬁocracy in a country. ‘The
Libraty is one of she most potent tools of freedom;
for true freedem 'is freedom through knowledge.
Democracy Will remain a political myth or a consti-
tutional féehmula until the soveteign clectorate is a
body of t\ruly tesponsible men and women. Demo-
CLagH | emands that, while a minority may provide
@Ieadership and the technical skill, the large majo-

~WHity possess that minimum measure of enlightenment
“ which can be ensured by a general cducation; and,

of course, that a perfect equality of opportunity
be provided to every member of the community

vi



t0 win a place in the leadership and technical
personnel, : - e
The success of democracy, then, would depend
upon the widest possible diffusion of knowledge and
the latgest possible use of that knowledge for : the
formation of a social conscience. Education obviously
takes pride of place among the formal and systema-
tised organs for the diffusion of knowledge; while osie , (),
of the most powerful and progressive instrumentd)"
of a sound system of education is the Library, - W
The teacher was once, for various ly:&t'éiﬁica}f:
reasons, the hub of the educational systemivin - oar
country, he still is. But the accent is steadily shifting
from the teacher to the Library. Jeis'one of ‘the
more distressing aspects of education’in our coantry
that our teachers, who shouki%e——'at least “at sthe
higher levels—stimulators amﬁ‘éﬁidcg, are expected to
carry their pupils in theipating and spoon-feed thet
in and out of seasops This must wndermine’ all
self-reliance and cutlat the roots of all initiative oty
the part of stud;mjs’; for a time ‘must come when- the
students must(oiit the strings that tic them to' thei
teachers” aprdns and begin to stand and walk on theis
own legg™\ 1t is essential, therefore, even urgent, that
our eddcation should be increasingly library-centred
rafRer than tecacher-centred; and it follows that:our
libraries should be so developed and £itted and admsiniz
stred as to serve in the highest possible measure the
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known and feit as well as the not vet felt wants of
students at all levels of education. ‘

- But the library has an equally grave responsi-
bility to discharge towards the common citizen, In
an ideal democratic state, the library will have a
two-way function: to bring books to the people; and
to bring the people to books; so that whatever of\
old-and new is to be found between two covers, wiN
have the greatest possible chance of circulating.jo ‘the
community and help make each of its membef$ into
a petfect citizen through the development of an
all-round individuality; building intovasingle harmo-
nious pattern a sense of private am{ public duty, of
social responsibility and personal integrity.

In our endeavours to atiia this goal, it behoves
us to seek inspiration b,qgh“ in the achievement of
other countries and .igli':c')ur own traditions. The
author of this bookthas, therefore, done wisely in
referring  in th report on his foreign tour to
the library owement in our country. ‘This will
certainly add “to the wsefulness of a commendable
publicatiéh ™~ which is breaking new ground in this
sphete,~nd bring credit to its author and to the
U{{ﬁ:‘t’sity which he serves so well.

Karnatak University, D, C. Pavate
Dharwar, 25th February, 1958 Vice-Chaneellor
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1. THE TOUR PROGRAMME A

L
A DREAM EVER since T took to the étaﬁy of
COME TRUR : . .

: Library Science, it had begq\\my dream
to see the Libraries at work in.{the United
States, for the States are the & ;:rﬁdle of the
Library Movement, as they al:g’::'x)f many another
mighty and progressive mowement essential for
the working of an enligh'té;zé;d democracy. Believ-
ing as I do that the colossal democratic experiment in
India has a very grea&ﬁ}tﬁre, and that, for the success
of this experimentNan enlightened electorate is an
essential pre-reyifisite, I have always held that the
potentialities 6Fa Library Movement in India are
indeed tremiendous. This movement must seek
inspitatien’ from many foreign lands, especially from
Amedich, where the Library Movement has been a
phehbmenal success. So, when I was selected to the
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11 man team* by the Government of India, on the
recommendation of the Karnatak University, to
undertake a study tour of the States, it was to me
something more than a long coveted tour. It was a
dream come true, a pilgrimage to the land of
libraries. It was in this spitit that I greeted this
opportunity which came my way in  September. 1956
through the working of many a benevolent fqrc\e.
&
%g[f‘;RSTUDY The study tour had begn}."éponsored
under the India-U. S. ApWheat Loan
Educational Exchange Progmmme;"‘;\The tour was
spread  over five months and\all  the expenses
wete borne by the Govgj;i(m\cnt of the United
States. The terms of thenseholarship included first
class air travel from thedhome town to our destination
in the States and baclga daily maintenance allowance
of § 8.00, an estta daily allowance of $ 4.00
on travel, a bk)ck grant of alittle over § 350.00
or touring\'\h’ the States, and lastly, another

* The other ten men who constituted the 11 man team
were: (SifS. (1) J. M. Kanitkar, Indian Institute of Public
Adthfpistration, New Dethi, Leader; (z) B. L. Pathak, Saugor
Daiversity; () B. K. Trived:, Allahabad University; (4) Tata

\Singh, Lucknow University; (5) M. Yazdani, Osmania
" University; (6} K. 8. Hingwe,  Poona University; (7) P. K.

Banetjea, Agra University; (8) Bernard Anderson, Bombay
University; (9) B, Sen Gupta, National Library; and (10) A, K.
Mukerji, Indian Institute of Technology, Kharagput.
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sum of $ roc.0o for the purchase of professional
literature for personal use. The period of our stay in
the States was fixed as from xst Octobert, 1956 to
28th February, 1957 both days inclusive. But prior to
out departure from India, the Ministry of Education,
in cooperation with the Director of the Wheat Loan
Programme, called a conference at New Delhi of ali
the eleven of us and the group of Librarians who

\

- had been to the States under the same programme
. NS ©
in 1955. «\

Wi MRET AT This “initiation and preparatos§ tonfer-
NEW DELHI , )
ence”, as it may be calledywas spread
over three days from 27th September\\r956 to 29th
September, 1956, during which we\zcrc given the
opportunity of listening to somevery learned and
thought-provoking lectures, about “Libraries in
India and their future’ by eminent men like
Shri K. G. Saiyidain, Sccretary to the Government
of India, ’\ahmstrv OP Education, Dr. V., K. R. V.
Rao, Director,} \Delhz School of Economics,
Shti Samuel g Mathai, Member-Secretary, University
Grants Cogamission, Dr, . M. Woodman, Director, .
Wheat \ﬁﬁﬁn Educational Exchange Programme,
and \Shri B. 8. Kesavan, Librarian, Natiopal
Libary and President, Indian Library Association,
\We also had discussions on Libraty problems with our

* Now the Vice-Chancellor of Delhi University. -
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colleagues who attended the Conference. The discuss-
lons were made possible by the breaking up of the
Conference into several groups and by each group
volunteering to make a detailed study of a particular
aspect of librarianship and then framing its recomme-
ndations in the matter. These discussions, and the
recommendations which were framed by each grofp
at the end, were instructive and gave us an kling
into the nature of things we would see and §tady in
the U. 8. A. The Conference ended With a joint
meeting of these srecial groups,{ ¢ ‘whete the
recommendations put forth by all shese groups were
again discussed and finally submiteed to the Govesn-
ment of India. X \
ARRIVAL IN  We left Indm by air on 29th September,
iﬁi‘; i;’i_TES 1956, ‘rcachmg Champaign-Urbana, the
ORTENTATION home of the University of Wlinois (one
OQURSE ) io}‘the bigger and more famous Univex-
&\ sities in the States) on 1st October,
1956. Bsom the very next day of our artival
in I,Lrbana a thoughtfully and carefully planned
‘Ofiéntation Programme’ statted, in the course
o which we listened in the mornings to lectures

von cvery aspect of American life, while in the

afternoon we attended lectures on every aspect of
American Librarianship., Eminent teachers of the
University and othet notable experts from different

4



parts of the State had been invited to deliver these
lectures. The programme included visits to places of
scenic, historic and Libraty importance in the neigh-
bour-hood of Urbana and attendance at many cultural
programmes. Thus we were able to visit the beautiful
Robert Allerton Park, donated by Robert Allerton to
the University of [linois; New Salem where Abtaham
Lincoln spent his youth; Springfield, the capital of
the State of Illinois,where Lincoln lived and practlsecT
law, from where he was elected to the Prcsidency and
whete he was finally laid to rest; Peoria, another
beautiful city in Illinois, whete we attcndnd\for three
days the Illinois State Libraty Assoclatiqﬁ Conference;

and lastly, the gusty. Chicago, the \(}urd largest city
in U. 8., where among other inStitutions, we visited
the American Library Assoefation Head Office and
the Offices of the World—bdok’ Encyclopaedia.

On the entertainment side, we witnessed a foot-
ball game, 2 drama,\staged by University students,
an ice show, etc. \‘Inmdentally I had an opportunity,
during my stay_at Urbana, of visiting the P. E. O.
Women’s GHth and speaking to them on Women’s
Movcn'@éﬁ“in our country. |

I%e month’s Orientation ‘Programme had been
pla\ﬁiied very meticulously and the organizers wete
“so’kind and friendly that at the end of the month,
when the time came for us to leave Utrbana, cach of
us felt a lump rise in his throat. '

]
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THE HIT AND  The most interesting part of the entire -
RUNTRAVEL programme was the travel throughout
the States from 3rst January, 1957 to 24th February,
1957, in the course of which I rushed from coast to
coast, visiting over a dozen American cities and over
a scote or so of important Libraries. The travel also
enabled me to see the varied landscape of the U. §.,
and to meet many friendly Americans. A lishof
Libraries which Ivisited on this tour is ap;pén}led
Among the many institutions which I” visited
may be mentioned the McGraW-Hﬂl Pubhshmg
Co., the Carnegie Foundation Oﬂﬁce, the Asia
Foundation, which is engaged" in collecting
second-hand books from Agfidrican teachers and
students and copies of text .s{iid other books that may
be lying idle with the publis’hers and then distributing

. them among the Lﬂbtarles of the underdeveloped

countries of Asialind the Far East, the United
Nations Headq\arters etc. My visits to these were

highly enh%@emng

M8 | Telescoping all these items, came the

FVALURTIO\
%ES‘?I\G‘\ final Evaluation at sweet Princeton, in

\‘New Jeresey. Here we met the officers of the State

«\“Department, the members of the International Relat-

ions Committee of the American Library Association,
and the Directors of the Orientation Programme, and
had a heart-to-heart discussion with them about the

8
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Back view of the Nozlin Libraty.




merits and drawbacks of the entire programme. The
programme ended with the presentation to each
member of the eleven-man Indian team;, of an
“Honorary Diploma”—a pleasant memento .of ouf
visit to the States—by the American Library
Association. ' o

THE LAND After this brief outline of the. tour

AND THE programme, [ must . say something ()
. {

PENPLE OF & ] R -\

AMERICA about the land and the people of the

U. 8. A, This is an age of statisticg; Tet
me too cite some facts and figures pertaining #6 the
U. 8. A, The U. S, ate three timedIHe€ size of
our country. But the population of/thé U, S, is
oaly about 17 crores. This ‘Nt;w,\WorId’ which
was just a wild, wild land with practically no human
habitation about 400 years agoy 38 to-day perhaps the
richest and the most progressive country in the world.
In this ‘New Wortld® evcrfthing is new—the straight
toads, the tall and,{sﬁtely buildings, the plotted
fields, the tiny agc‘l\\ti.dy houses, the large factorics,
Nay, even the ,\péo’ple who inhabit this “fairy land®
are new. A{':wa flew from New York to Chicago
over the (hiainland of the U. S., on the morning
of 1st @ttober, 1956, we could see from the window
of pue ait-craft down below the vety model of an
ag:hitect. Everything was pieced, plotted and
planned. R '

It 9
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An average  American home has almost all the
amenities that wealth can possibly buy, viz.,
electricity, hot and cold running water, central
heating, telephone, radio and television, Besides, the
houses are decently, comfortably and often luxuriously
furnished. There is almost no family which does
not own a car., As a mattet of fact, some families,
own mote than one caf. Employers and emplQyecs,
parents and childten, busbands and wix-*cs,.t;sa;:'heré
and the taught—everybhody seems tO bp.}gﬁcing In
these zoth century streamlined ‘chatiﬂg{a{’ »" While at
Utbana for our otientation programme, we often had
to trudge the distance betweeg, ots hotel and the
University, and the fact that\ Wwe were the only
pedestrians using those smiopth Ametican toads was
again and again imptqsgéﬁ on our minds. While at
Los Angeles durings Pebeuary, 1 was told thatin that
city—oozing with prospetity, there were more cars
than men. Wﬁﬁs\.t wondet then if America is called
the Land o?‘(\_,ars? :

Tik(é:ai'erage American lives well and also cats
wellpoA vegetarian—cum—teetotaller visiting the U. S,
zsgn\pull on very well; for the States ate literally a

\ and of honey and milk”. Fresh fruit and fruit
'~\:~

preparations, milk and its products, vegetables,
wheat-bread, rice etc., are available in plenty.

. A week before we bade farewell to this Land of
V.iberty, Industry and Plenty, we read an illustrated

10



news item. The news said that in that part of the
country the milk yield had gone up beyond

expectations during that week and the milkmen were’

at a loss to know what to do with the excess
produce. They had, therefore, been compelled to
offer the excess. produce to Mother Rarth. The
illustration appearing above the sfews item showed
a couple of milkmen emptying their milk cans into a
road side receptacle.

T may remark in passing that, in the course of~
my subsequent Continental tout, I never tasted such’

wheat-bread, fruits and vegetables. D

The people in the States—men, wohian and
children impressed me as an industtious) informal
and kind Iot. Our ideals of * Yogah karmasy
kausalam” and “ Kayakave Kaildse” ate actually
being lived by the Americans. Work is Worship for
them, and it gladdened my solto find no-distinction
being made between work oF one kind and another.
Every job was as 1mpom;ant and as dignified as any
other, \\"

To quote an(lnstance. T was visiting Salt Lake
City, the capita{\of the State of Utah, in the company
of three fneg&s It was 2 Sunday; but we had earlier
wiitten t@}fhe Librarian of the University of Utah
that We would be calling on him that day eatly in the

&moon Accordingly, we went to the library in a
cals at about 2-00 p. m: The previous day, Salt Lake

II
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- City had been hit by a snow-storm and the

entire landscape was covered with knee-deep snow.
As we entered the portals of the Library, we found
a very well-dressed and handsome man shovelling
off the snow that had collected in the passage. We
went in and inquired of the Librarian. We were
told by the Student Assistant on duty that the
Librarian was out of town and that the As‘;oaatc
Librarian had come to the Libraty to meet us .\ Mhe
Student Assistant requested us to \‘&ait in the
Librarian’s room and went forthwith to upprise the
Associate Librarian of our artival XA few minutes
later he was shaking hands with us. It was the
very man who had been Sho‘{(ﬂhnq off the snow at
the entrance !

1 said the Amer1caﬁs~are a warm and hospnablc
people. I should, hke to cite one among many
incidents which has left 2 deep and indelible impress-
ion on me. Du‘smg my three months’ stay at Boulder,

- T was puttﬁxg\ up with an elderly landlady who was

\xorkmg a5 a teacher in a local High School. One
busy @orning I was preparing to go to the Library.
Asy¢ I put on my socks Ifelt there was something
%rong about them. But being in a hutry 1 did not
see what exactly was the trouble. When late in the
evening I returned home, pulled out my socks and
examined them closely, I found that both of them,
which had heen showing signs of wear and tear, and

12



which I had hung up for drying in the bath-room
had been neatly damned. Evidently the landlady
had darned them. I could recount many such
anecdotes.  Suffice it to say that, wherever I went in
the States, I was received with the utmost cordiality,
warmth and affection.

A WORD Judged by any standard,the programme
ABOUT THE

PROGRANMME  WAS @ great success. It was evident that

gone into its planning and execution. I only wish
I had been taken to the States in springd @nd
summet, for, I am told, springtima\ in the
Rockies is wonderful and 1 happened /80-spend 3
months in the Rockies but during a vefy\séirere winter
surrounded by literally snow- capped mountains. (Of
course, 1 did enjoy the pretty sntav? which I saw for
the first time in my life Qn,xst November, 1956
when T detrained at Denves from Chicago on my way
to Boulderj. Ialso wish I had mote time at my
disposal during the fravel part of the programme, so
that 1 could have Imgcrmd a little longer in cities like
San Francisco Los Angeles, Washington, New York,
Boston, aﬁxbmdgc and others, studying a little
more clos'éiy the working of the Library of Congtess,
the Unwersny of Southern California Library at
L&g Angeles, etc.

13

N
AN

much hard work and thought had()



My tour of the U.S.A,, wasat once a pilgrimage
and a holiday. I went full of curiosity, eager to
see things and to learn, an utter stranget in a new
land. T returned home after seeing many new things
and imbibing many new ideas. I am no longer a
stranget to the U. 5., and to the Americans, but one
who has left behind a host of friends across the
seas. 1 shall always treasure the memory of my

_Americﬁn tour. Whatever else may fade fro;il\the

mind with the passage of time, one thigg will
ever temain fresh and green. 1 could nev‘cr forget
the friends who lavished their affection generosity
and kindness upon me duting myy so.journ in the
States and from whom I parted widl regret.

We are an ancient people’with a rich spiritual
and cultural heritage. Qaly material ‘prosperity is
still eluding us. The Armericans are a young nation
who have made trerendous advances in the direction
of material prospétity but are still seeking the wisdom
of the ages.\{f& harmonious blending of these two
mighty fofses would go a long way in transforming
this wastérn wotld into a paradise and towards this
em:i.\’ihaians and Amiericans could work in fruitful

) g&operation.
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II. THE LAND OF LIBRARIES &

 AMERICA is a land of libraries, I spid 3t the
beginning of this story. I will, in tl}g\lcourse of
the next few pages, attempt to sub:it’antiate this
statement by recollecting the 1mpressmns I have
formed of the Library Movcrm::nt the set up
and the working of the Umvcrszty Libraries in

the United States. o S

R\
LIBRARY: For ag\ﬁverage American, the Library
A GREAT

1s noha luxury but an essential amenity.
Isl¢ the heart of EVery community
in the Umrg& States. It is as indispensable as is
a Public Sﬁh‘dol or a Public Hospital. That explains
why g&njlencans pay liberally and willingly towards
thesmmdintenance and development of the Library
Institute. For they sincerely believe that, for the .

NECBESSITY.

ks



successful working of Democracy, the Library is one
of the most potent instruments.

LIBRARY To understand the very important role
I;ggs é?;ﬂ; that Libraries play in the United States,

one will have to acquaint however,
cursorily with the history of the Library meye
ment,

The history of letarles in the Statesd fdn be -
traced to the early private collections and to the early
College and University Libraties. As caﬂy as 1638,
the Rev. Harvard donated 329 vo}u‘mes and a half
of his earnings to the Harvard CQllege These 329
volumes became the nucleus (6fthe Harvard College
Library. The 18th century,slﬁi&wevcr, saw the coming
into being of Subscripd:i{:;ﬁ Libfaries. 'The Library
of the Company of Philadelplna organized by Benja-
min Franklin in %31, was the first of this kind.
With the dawr\of the rgth century, Mercantile Libra-
ties came {'{b vogue, the Mercantile Library Associa-
tion, stasted at Boston in 1820, being the ﬁrst in
this Qa,tegory :

’\The first Public Libraries in the U. S., may be
\Qupposcd to be those attached to the Presbytetian

| Churches which in the beginning stocked onty

~ ;\ ~ religious material. Larer, however, the secular atmo-
Y sphere seeped in, and other books also found their
way into those Libraries. The latter patt of the 1g9th
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century, however, saw the birth of the Public Library
in its present-day sense.  Josiah Quincy, the then
Mayor of Boston, was the fitst to found a Public
Library. He appealed to his colleagues in the Muni-
cipal Council to support him in his plea to the State
Legislature that the Municipality be allowed to
levy a special tax for the purpose of founding and
running a Public Libraty in Boston. Mr. Quincy’s
perseverance met with success. Taz example set by

and, by 1851, a ‘Library Tax’ was being lewed
by law in the whole State of Massachusetts, M'\i’

From now on, the Libraty movemedt be}gan to
make very rapid strides. The formation of the
Ametican Library Association in 187G, Sthe munificent
donations from philaathropists hke Ahdrew Carnegie*
and others, and the entrance_ mto the Library field
of eminent and dynamic meg,, “above all the keen and
active intetest and sympathy evinced by top lights’
like T=flersna, FrankligyTincoln and others, all these
factors gave a big 1®etus to the movement. People
even came to bchevc that the surest and swiftest way
of achieving &mmmtah*v was to found, or own, a
good Librgty:

O
o\ It is said that Andrew Carnegie donated, between

1‘&2& and 1917, ovet 41 million dollars fot the founding of
1,679 Liiraries ! .
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In 1898 the Washington County in Madison,
not content with serving the townsfolk, began using
a ‘Book Mobile’ with a view to reaching the rural
folk. Children and youngsters also received due
attention at these eatly Public Libraries. The first
Public Library to have a separate scction for
childeen was the Pawtucket Library, Rhede
Island, in 1877, \

O

™\
AND NOW To-day, there are in the . 5., nearly

10,000 Public Libranes. Worked out
in terms of population, there is, '"B:)t every 17,000
petsons, one Public Library. Als\o the Library sexrvice
that the U. S, Govcrnnlen\t‘ provides its armed
forces is indeed notcworth‘y. Over a thousand trained
librarians cater to the,.née&s of a vast American army.

Libraries in (He'U. S., aim at providing both
recteational and ifformative material to their readers.
Besides, they\ aim at encouraging tesearch work.
Books ar&\‘for use, and they must be made available
in the ghprtest possible time to every one who enters
the"ﬁibrary asking for them, no matter at what
.EQE»\I: —these are the mottos which lurk behind the

\orgamzanon and administration of Libraries in the

States. Entering one of these bigger American
Libraries, a lover of books, an admirer of learning and
scholarship, 2 man *who follows knowledge like a
sinking star’, cannot help feeling that he is walking

18



into a ‘Temple of the Goddess of Learning’, into
Divine Light as it were. The comforts, and the
facilities that a Library offets its clientele are really
amazing. The Denver Public Library may be cited

as a very good instance. Its new building, which is
hailed as the best in the Western part of the U, S.,

“has sweeping expanses of glass which offer i inviting
vistas of the lobby, tempting the passer-by to step

in and browse”. The Regional, County, Branch .\:\
and Extension Services that the Public Library system\ '
of the U. 8., provides are worthy of emulation. (™

LY
THE WELD ] will digress a bit hete and saya' word
COUNTY
LIBRARY or two about the Weld Coubty Library

at Greeley which I vmted\m November
1956, This Library setves an afea of 4,033 sq.
miles with the help of ¥8 beautiful Book
Mobiles. Every four weeks,? ’these mobiles visit 27
High Schools, 75 Elementary Schools, 6 Town
Public Libraries and 5 Adult collections. In addition
to distributing bogk§“the Library distributes films,
film strips and .sliaes to these schools and centres.
With a view to(eacouraging reading among young-
sters, the Liéb\raty awards certificates to those wno
have completed the reading of 2 number of prescribed
books. wrthln a particular period. I rode on one of the
'Br,les into the interior. The mobile visited Simith,
Observatory and Pierce, The first two mentioned
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hamlets had just over half a dozen houses each
and there were in the schools at both these places
a dozen children ot so. But, even so, the mobiles
made these costly weekly trips, only to reach to the
eager children and their parents the books they

- thirsted for. For was it not said, ““That to starve

men’s minds is worse then to starve their bodies?
The sight of the village children making 2 raid, s it
were, on the ‘mobile’ as soon as it entesed @ timy
village, and then greedily poring overihe hooks in
the r_nobilc, was a thrilling expericncs.?j :

SCHOOL Before T pass om)to say a word or
LIBRARIES  two about th{{‘iibrary of Congress,
Ifeel 1 should make acbHef reference to School
Librarics, which haye‘had a phenomenal growth
during . the presepd® century and which have
actually become~Public Libraries for the young.
On 3rd Degéntber, 1956, I paid a visit late in the
a&emoon\f&" ‘the South Denver High School, at
Denver{ » At the time I was in the Library, a Class
Teachér, an FEnglishman, who had come to the
Sta:t’}s on a scholarship, had brought his class and

';Nas explaining the sct-up and importance of the

\f % Library and commending to the notice of the

students some classics in English, 'I'he Librarian
told me that of the nearly 2,700 students in the
school, over 1,500 students attended cvery day
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at least one of the many reading rooms in the School.
The Central Libraty had a collection of 20,000
~volumes in addition to the class-room libraries. The
Library Staff was assisted every day by four
members of the teaching staff, who volunteered
their services. Though access to the book-shelves
was. open, a good deal of explanation regarding
how to use Library material had to be. given to the
students. The annual hook fund hovered in the()),
neighbour-hood of $§ 5,000, I was also tald
that, though damage to books was neghglblf:, “the
loss of books was about 300 2 year. R

Towards the end of my stay in Bowlder, my
kindly landlady took me to her schoob™' The book-
collection in the Library was ingpi}e‘s’sivc. I was
especially attracted by the childeég?s literature. All
the books were very well rnadc very beautifully
printed, profuscly 1llu3trat’Pd and all of them
contained either good §tor1(.s ot other good reading
material. o)

&

THE LIBRARY AfOthe apex of the Library system,
oF FO\GRFSS I}‘T may put it that way, is the Library
of Cong\css of the United States, which is probably
the lasgest Libtary'in the world. It was brought
intp bemg by an Act of Congress on April 24, 1800.
ngmaliy meant to serve the members of the
Congress and the Officets of the Government, its

2
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services to-day estend not only to all the residents
of the U. S., butalso tothe people living in the
remotest cornets of the globe.  The Libraty occupies
two buildings which together cover nearly 14 actes
of ground, contain 36 acres of floor space and 250
miles in stcel shelving for books. These are in the
Libtaty of Congress, to-day, more than 35 million
books, pamphlets, periodical files, manuscripts,
gramophone tecords, microfilms, etc. {’k}n?)ng
the 2 lakhs and odd titles in the Rgre Book
Division, there are neatly 5,400 titles, pubhshed
before 1501. Over 2,300 Libratiang' énd specialists
in different subjects man the Libpary. The 1956
budget of the Library sl;u;ﬁved a provision
of $ 14,845,187. :

The Librarys’ “Brz’zj]fe Books” and *Talking
Books” service for thc;kﬁlmd throughout the nation
is indeed unique. ~Jh 1955 mote than one million
such volumes Q’fete distributed to over §j,000 blind
readers in QStatcs

In addition to all these libraries, there are
4,zoo:~:§U}1iversit}', College, Research, - Govern-
men't\"Endowed and other Libraries. Even so,
%recent survey made by the Ametican Library
\Association revealed -that nearly 70 million
* Americans have either insufficient or no Library
facilivies.
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AMERICAN Inall this varied and rapid spread of
f;:g&i; ox the Libraty movement in the United

: States, the part played by the American
Library Association can hardly be over-estimated.
Ushered into being in October 1876, the Association
has, over the years, been attempting to improve the
Library services not only in the U. S. A., but also
in the other parts of the wotld. (It is significant to
note here that in that year there were in the U.S., only )\
257 Public Libraries and of these 144 were in th&))"
State of Massachusetts only). It has also bgen
persevering to push up the standards of the prg{eééion
through better professional education, It\again has
been endeavouring to ensurc beter™ working
conditions and handsome salaries fog~the Librarians.
Development of professional litej:dfufe, coordination
of Library tresources for rese%ngz’ﬂ" and co-operation
in national and international };p.fogrammes etc., form
the other major activities Of the Association. The
Association has to-days 'a membership exceeding
20,000 and these méﬁlbers hail not only from within
the Srates but also from 5o or more foreign countries.
Over 700 Libfa¥ians work voluntarily on the various
Committ (:S\}ind Boards appointed by the Association.
It wouldsot be far from the rtruth to say that the
Ameqcan Library Association is perhaps the oldest
atd) biggest of such organizations in the world
to-day.
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Besides the American Library Association, there
are Regional and State Library Associations, and
these Associations are also endeavouring to carry the
torch of knowledge to the very doors of the
Common Man,

SOME MORE  Libraries in the United States spend
STATISTICS more on their staff than on their books.
The University of Colorado, which does ncft\bhlong
to the category of richer Umverbltles in the States,
spent on its Libraty a sumof g 307,85 3 during
1955—56. Of this, $ 1,82 412 “3.'”“4-9 spent  on
staff and § 1,07,771 on books and\binding. The tatio
of expenditure on staff and ,b'c}gks works out on an
average at 2:1. Libraries spcnd on books per annum
per reader from a meagre sumof $ 4to a high
figure of § 196 {as does the Umversny of
Harvard). The U;uvermty of Hlinois spent § 69
on books per {fudent doring 1955—56. It is claimed
that go Rerigent of the people in the U.S-, read
newspapers, 2/3 read magazines, 25 per cent read
a boolke A'month and so per cent claim to have rcad
a book ina year. It is also claimed that 1/4 of the
\g&ults are registered borrowers of books 111 the
ublic Library system.

m \ Now a word about the loss of books and other
N/ Library materials in the States. At the Bradley
University Libraty at Notmal, which we visited in
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the last week of October, the Director of Libraries
told us that, within a span of six yeats, the Library
had lost about 3,000 titles. At the Denver Public
Library which [ visited during Christmas, the average
loss of books was about 1,300 volumes a yeat.

‘The percentage of literacy in the U.S,, is nearly
a hundred.  Tiducation is compulsory, and every
Ammerican child has to be in School from the age of

per cent of high school students enter college every”
year. Even with this high percentage of llteracy,

the use made of Public and other Libraties l's:}mt 50-

impressive as one would imagine it to be he reason
is not far to seek. The growth in tke number of
popular and picturesque magazinegy the coming into
vogue of cheap pocket editions® and above all, the
craze for Television, afl thes& factors explain the
telatively small use madél Yof available Library
facilities. \“ '

+8 3}

\‘,:
LIBRARY OF Ha,vmg said so much about the libraries

TO-MORKOW .

MR sthe past and the present, I am
tempted to \l":\zatd some rematks about the libraries
of to-motrew in the U. S. The age we are living

S :“\" g _ .
N\ It may be noted here that the annual sales of
low=priced (25 cents) paper backs have passed the 250,000,000

mark.
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in is one of tremendous scientific inventions and
technological advancement which affect the set-up and
wotking of libraties, 'The radio, televison and the
movies have had their effect on the reading habits of
the people in the States. Nevertheless, one may
reasonably hope that these and the microfilms and
microcards will never replace the book as we kno it
to-day, not radically alter our present conceptivh of
the library. O
Even so, libraries in the U. S.,,g{é}ﬂbound to
mzke greater use of these inventionfsfih the future.
This would result in Libraty bbildings having =
numbet of latge and small auditdtiums and listening
rooms. For then, instea(j::{}f“reading a novel, one
could take a movie Ve{sién’ of the same into onc of
the smaller auditoth;@é“. Or, a reader desirous of
reading a particqiﬁf'speech, for example, one of
President Eisefiflower, might, instead of reading it
froma bookgi}aither listen to a record of it, or at
once seca hear its movie version. Perhaps, hc
need goteven have to go to the Library at all. He
ot,‘xéh’e may simply have to ring up and request

\ﬁ;\ﬁ‘xember of the Library staff to play either a

recorded version of the speech on the radio or show
its filmed version on the T. V., specially for him or
het at 2 nominal charge. These are only some of the
immediate probabilities and who knows what the
remote future has in store for us?
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With this as a background, I will now deal in
some detail with the set-up and working of the
University Libraries in the States.
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III. THE UNIVERSITY LIBRARY
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I was delighted beyond mehute to find in the

States “that the Library was/the keystone of the

University arch”. It wag ‘tlﬁ hub and centre of all

activity on the University ‘ehmpus. TIts building was

the busiest and the n‘;(}‘gizaoutstanding on the campus.

To teachers and taight the Libtary was more than

a Libtary; it wads a laboratory, a workshop, where

they could tbjfﬁk, read, discuss and work out their
problems,

Besides attempting to conserve and  disscminate

existing knowledge through its teaching, publication

\Qﬁﬁi ‘extension programmes,the University jn the U.S,,

“:S\.Lims at encouraging research wotk and backing up

u\, efforts at pushing the limits of knowledge to ever

\/ widening horizons. In this, as well.as in the other

efforts  of the University at producing full
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personalities by giving adequate training to the
youngsters in the different disciplines, the Library
plays a big role. In addition to helping the teachers
and the students of the University and their other
clientele to win their ambitions with distinction,
Libraries in the U. S., also endeavour to help them
win a life time of good reading.

LIBRARIAN Tt is but natural, therefore, that the O
O eoron  Libratian, or the Director of Libratiés)" |
oF LIBRARIEs as he is usually called, should ocQipy
an impbrtant position in the so&ial and
academic life of the University. As the ' Officer
charged with the administration of/the Library,
he maintains contacts with the ’Pﬁs:i'dcnt (Vicé-
Chancellor), the Board of Tedsiees (Syndicate),
other University Bodies, Ujiﬁ;fersity Departments -
and Colleges. He sits. on gljlé,‘S“enate and is a membes
of the Academic Counaih He is usually nominated
by the President in.zé:&lsultation with the Faculty
Deans. (At the, N}iversity of Colorado Library,
wherc 1 workp@:f{)r 3 months, the Director of the
Libraries hadacted as the Vice-President of the
Universi@i\f(')r some time in the leave absence of the
Iegula;"i\ncumbent of the post, which is usually held
by:‘{ﬁe Scnior Dean. The Libratian’s name was even
%eing mentioned as a prospective President of the
University, At the University of Colifornia, the
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Iibratian is also the Vice-Chancellor of the
University).

A Library Committee, or a Library Boatd,
consisting of members of the Faculty and Boaxd of
Trustees and appointed by the President, advises the
Librarian in regard to the educational programmes
of the University, in the allocation of bosk
funds etc. .

A\

A\
ADMINISTRA-  To recotd very briefly my. impres-
TLON sions of the internal aamlmstratlon
of the Library I may say that ea@h Department
in the Library is a self—coxkamed unit.  The
Head of the Department is rstponSLbIe for all the
work to be done in his Dépattment and he, in his
turn, is responsible to the, Librarian. The Librarian
holds daily or weekljor fortnightly meetings with
the Divisional Heads and discusses problems pertama
ing to their(respective Departments. (At - the
Universmy&Q{ Colorado, the Librarian used to hold
such meétings every week. I enjoyed attending these
meetings in which ideas were exchanged very frecly,
and,\problemq wete discussed in 2 frank and
%rthﬂght mannet in an atmosphere of friendship

% and co-operation). Heads of the Departments are

authorised to carry on direct correspondence. T did
not find any outward or inward registers being
maintained by any Department in the Library.
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Every query was promptly and suitably attended to,
which is probably why inward or outward registers
are considered superfluous.

Tn addition to the Librarian ( or Director of
Libraties ) every Library has an Assistant Librarian
(or Associate Director), a Catalogue Libraian, a Serials
Librarian, a Documents Librarian, a Reference Libra-
tian and a number of divisional Librarians. A com-

plement of professional and non-professional men and{,

women wotk under the guidance of these Libragians.
(It may be pertinent to add here that in the Ut "S the
Libtary profession is dominated by the rnémbers of
the fair sex). N

The Libratian usually enunczsges the admini-
strative policies and frames the riles and regulations
reparding the use of the Librarjr, makes recommenda-
tions to the President on alld Iatters pettaining to the
Library, including the appomtment status, promotion,
etc., of staff membea;s, guides the development
of the CoHLcnon\‘Qf books in the Library etc:
The Assistant leranan usually superviscs the wotk
of the L1bra‘ry Staff, assists the Librarian in the
compilat}Qn of the budget, the annual report, ctc.
He algo, Saéts as a link between the Libtarfan and the
Dmsmnal Heads.

' The structure of the Library set-up is generally

\lke this :
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DIRECTOR

Associate Birector

i { e e
Order Catalo- Circu-  Serials  Refe-  Divi-
Libra- guing & lation Libra- rence  sional

rian. classifi- Libra- rian Libra- Libru-
cation  rian. rian. rainsd\

Libra- N

rian. : + A\

AN

In the bigger Universities, like zlﬁj;{é)is, there
are three or miote Associate Direefdrs, who look
after the Library School, the Teclinical Departments
{Acquisition, Cataloguing, (x:,@giﬁcation, etc.) and
the Public Service Departmeédts (Reference, Circula-
tion, etc.). The W'orking;éf ‘these different Depart-
ments will be detailcg}j&ter_. :

FINANCE Utiiversity Libtaties in the States derive

) {their income from allocations from
the UnivéSity funds, endowments, gifts, fees, sales
of libragh publications if any, salcs of duplicate copies
of besks, photographic service etc. etc. Of these,
oflly the first two are the major sources. Libraries

Ao§l’rii'vc been spending from $ 500,000 to 10,00,000

{

e

g

¢

Ot more per anmum.  The rise in thé¢ cost of
publication and other library materials and the rise
in the strength of staff are responsible for such
inflated budgets. Recent investigations in the rise
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of subscriptions of petiodicals indicated that within
the last eight years the rates have gone up by
63 pet cent. The prices of books, periodicals and
bindings, all together have increased by 100 per cent
since 1944.

A detailed description of the working of the
different Departments is essayed below.

ACQUIBITION In view of the fact that the book- O\

DEPARTMENT . . . Ve
market is literally flooded with new)

publications,* book sclection and acquisitioq}hﬁs
become a mazjor job, Librarians, Faculty meptbers,
Friends of the University, students, sembers
of the Committees, co-operate in Muilding up
the book collection.  While Libr}fi'ans aim  at
building up the reference, blbhog«raphlcal general
and periodicals sections, Fa.;:ultv Members help
in  building up collecgmns in their  special
subijects. ¢

Reference works; &\t and recommended books,
good fiction, rese}rch publications, general and
research per_iogl{cals, newspapers, Government publi-
cations of U8, and other foreign countries, reports
of a techfiical nature, municipal documents, U. N.
pubhgan})ns gte., etc., are generally to be found in
an; Amcncan University Library,

O .

% The U.8,, puts cut annuaily 12,000 tites.
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- Recommendations for the purchase of new titles
ate normally sent to the Otrder Librarian by the
Faculty members through the Head of the. Faculty.
Much bibliographical investigation is done before
placing orders. Order Departments are equipped
with standard bibliographies like the Cumulative
Book Index, the British National Bibliography /~the
French National Bibliography, cataloguc:?\sgf the
British Museum, catalogues of publishets,fenéwned
booksellers etc. Book recommendaﬁidg\s' arc not
placed before the Library Committce ;for ﬁpproval or
final saaction. Books are acquired’ also by exchange
of University publications, dapligates in the Library
and by gifts. Libraries wusually” have a “Gift Policy’
for receiving gifts. N4

DASSIFIGA-  Classifidation and Cataloguing are not

TION AND N =
oaTATOcuINe fegdrded as two sepatate jobs, to be

- pEparrurnt (ahdied by two categories of experts.

¢{MThe members of the Cataloguing
Departmient, which usually has a very large staff,
genedlly classify books. The majotity of the
Li\l@ﬁaﬂcs order out Libtaty of Congress printed

.Qé&t’alogue cards. These cards bear the call numbers

w3 " of the books, both according to the Decimal system
4 0\: ¢

PN\

and the Library of Congress classification system.
Books, for which there are no Libtary of Congress
cards, are catalogued by the Library purchasing such
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books only. The Unit card which mentions seriatim,
the author, title, place of publication, publisher’s
name, date of publication, class number etc., of each
book, is the order of the day. This system, though
a bit expensive, saves time and speeds up work.
For, once the master—the small stencil on which the
entry for a card is cut out—is corrected, as Ay
cards as may be necessaty for that particular book

N
2N

are taken out. The different entries for the book(™

are then ptepared by typing on the top the title"of*
the book, the subject, the cditor’s or traqg&lfor’s
name etc., as the case may be. For the reptdduction
of catalogue cards for such books, diﬂ?e:tqqt' methods
like multilithing and “Xeroxing’, minttographing,
etc.,, are employed by different Lipfaries. Every
Library has < Authority Files# in Authors and
Subjects; the first helps to keéi¥ the exact spelling
under which an author has Been entered in the main
catalogue, the sec011§mﬁle correct entty under a
subject. N\

Neatly 85 pefgent of the College and University
Libraries in Ayfarica have adopted the Decimal
Scheme ofga‘s:ssiﬁcation; about. 14 per cent the
Library fof Congress Scheme, and the femaining
1 pgr@éﬁt have their own systems of classification.

alevand Harvard Universitics come under the last
category. The School Libraries have adopted a
simplified form of the Decimal System.
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The Dictionacy form of catalogue is in universal
use. At the Baker Library (Harvard Universiey),
however, the Catalogue was divided.  Authors and
Titles were arranged in one sequence, while the
subject cards were filed separately.

PERIONICALS "The gumber and variety of periodical:
PEPARTMENT
betng subscribed to by Librarics i thic

. A
Stares are impressing, At the Colorado l‘mumr\

Library  about 4,048  periodicals  were \ DY n
reccived.  OF these 1,878 were being .su‘lmnlm!
to, 1,081 were heine received on an cxt’.[]\.m;:v raste

and 1,089 as  gifts. Besides, 8032 “titles wore

reccived ((durine 1955-56 ) in pAAN as publisindd.
At the University of [linojs :{br{afl 12,007 periodhcads
were being  reccived. OF thc%é“"}ou WCrC Newspapen

For checking up the 1rn.\?<1| “cte,, of the portodicad
the Visible Index 1hs~\uhrc being Jarsely cmploved
CIRCPLATION (r{}\crlllu books are iveaed o studens
PEPARTMENT \ﬁ\r a fortnirhe. tacualty Members and
Rescarch “Nrr\{. rsoare allowed to retain books 1o
lon. 't‘r,\ﬂgmrlmi Cortatn books are lomed owm o
studcma for overnight reading,  Roeference and pare

Wick (s are renerally oo femt oat. Fines on ovendue

"\hnnln are levied invariably and strietly in almoas ol

“ Libraries.  Esperiments ar doinz away with i,
are heing made in a couple of Universities. o

i
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The Dictionary form of catalogue is in universal
use. At the Baker Library (Harvard University),
however, the Catalogue was divided. Authors and
Titles were atranged in one sequence, while the
subject cards were filed separately.

PERIODIOALS The number and variety of peﬂodmais\
DEPARTMANT being subscribed to by Libraries inythe
States are impressing. At the Colorado Unlvermty
Libraty about 4,048 periodicals werd,* being
received, Of these 1,878 were bemg subscribed
to, 1,081 were being received on dd\exchange basis
and 1,089 as gifts. Besldes,\\ Bgy titles were
received ( duting 1955-56 } m parts as published.
At the University of Ilinois about 12,000 petiodicals
were being received. Qf fhesc 700 Were newspapers.
For checking up theadrival etc., of the periodicals,
the Visible Indezg‘Pers' were being largely employed.
¢ \!

CIRCETLATIOF\\GencraIIy, books are issued to students
DEMRTMEI,\,TT for a fortnight. Faculty Members and
ReseatCh workers ate allowed to rerain books for a
louger pcnod Ceitain books are loaned out to

ents for overnight reading. Reference and rare

Sworlks are generally not lent out. Fines on overdue

books ate levied invariably and strictly in almost all
Libraties. Experiments at doing away with fining
are being made in a couple of Universities. Fot
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chatging out books, the usual book card method
is employed. For filing charges, metal tabs bearing
different figutes etc., are used. At the Denver Public
" Library, however, I saw a photocharger being used.

BEPERENCE  Reference service is provided in
DEPARTMENT A merican University Libraties eithet
by a Central Reference Department or by the'),
Departmental Libraries or by both, At the Colorgdo
University Library all the Divisions had them “own
reference works., In addition, thete wag 4 Jcentral
Reference Department where genera.I refetence works
and gencral periodicals were kept. N\

7

..\‘
MaPS At Colorado, agaia) the map collection
PIVISION was housed igﬂié Documents Division.
But in larger U.niversitieg lﬂié Iilinois, the collection
is formed into a separate Department. During
World War I1, the dearth of maps for doing research
work became %e}y apparent in many American
Libraries, Wfth a view to wiping out this want, the
Army Map Setvice was ushered into being. Accord-
ing to, thxs scheme, Army maps are being deposited
in. diffe \rent Libraries of the countty, and Colorado
Ugivermty happens to be one such. At Iilinois
<\fﬁ'cre were mote than 1,70,000 maps, at Colorade
thete were 34,402 maps. For storing the maps the
usual steel cabinets with shallow drawers are used.
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DOCUMENTS  The U. S., Goverriment publishes z -
DIVISION large number of documents (neatly
15,000 a year), all of which are classified by the
Superintendent’s Office according to a scheme of
classification invented by the Ofice. “Depository
Libraries”, where Government publications are
made available on demand, dot the States. Thige
“Depositories” ate usually attached to Universith or
Public Libraties in the diffetent regions. Cdlorado
University is one of such centres, andd ‘the Docu-
ments in this Libraty are segreoated\‘and serviced
apart from the main collection. (Sorhe of the other
Libraries do not have any sepatate division for
housing the Documents). ~Fhe number and variety
of U. S8, Government Documents impressed me.
The system of dtstrlbu"tmg these is very well
organised. ‘Duposttory Libraries” select oaly those

- Documents whlch are likely to be demanded by

their clientele.s

\\’
UNDER- .\ One of the major differences in the
GRADUATE N o
DIVISIONS structure of University Education in

(\NBRARIFS India and in the States is that, whereas
QO Indian Universities directly deal only
with Post- -graduate instruction,their American counter-
parts do so with education tight from the freshman
stage. Thus, an average American University has, on
its campus, 2 very large body of students, under-
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graduates, graduates and research workers. In the
Library, the presence of this conglomeration of
students might result in the needs of either the
undergraduates or the graduates being neglected.

The establishment of a separatc Library for
Undergraduates has ptovided a solution for this
problem. Bigger Universities like those of Columbia L
and Harvard have erected separate buildings for
housing the Undergraduate Libtatries. The Lamong- N
Library of the Hatvard University is an ideal undgr-"
graduate Library. At Illinois, separate facilities for thie
Undergtraduates are provided in the samg bu\ﬂdmg
At Colorado, the Libraty Authorities wal planning
to have a scparate Undetgraduate Libraty bulldmg

‘The Undergraduate Librarieg\fwwhich can be
compared to our College Libtaries) have on an
average a collection of 23, ©0Q Volumes and have been
a big success. *

DIVISION OF Irwas'&&'}y every University Library in
BPECTAL the\States has what is known as a
COLLECTIONS i

- pa¢Division of Special Collections, ot
a Rare B‘o@ks" Division. By special collections is
meant ahl“é‘ assemblage of human tecords, prints,
books ‘etc., which generally relate to a central theme
Kd which are segregated and serviced apart from the
general Library Departments . The collections are
indeed unique. For example, at Illinois there is a
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collection of Lincoln’s works., At Colorado and at
the Denver Public Library, there ate collections of
materials pertaining to the history etc., of the State of
Colorado and the Western part of the U. S. 'These
collections are rich and interesting and include many
rare titles, manuscripts, picturcs, etc,

The Rare Books Room is another feature yof
American University Libraries. At Colorado .there
ate translations of the Holy Bible in a nudhe? of
languages, English political tracts of the 1 Gthdnd 17th
ceatuties, the eatliest works printedsin U. S. A,
{ncunabula, costly art books, _Li'n:}ifed editions
(autographed, illustrated etc.,) ofstandard works,
books with fore-edge painting&‘ct%., coins and other
cutios. { Books of unusuglly) small size were also
stocked in one of the I.ilgmi“fiés I visited. )

«al

e ] A TR e L e e 1 1 A

SPECIAL, Beside§ these Special Collections in
LIBRARIES ~ —

_ t}gidjﬂ'erent Libraties, there are separate

Special Libr, ey in the States; e.g., The Folger

Shakespearg, Library at Washington and the Hoover

Institure 48 Libtary on War, Revolution and Peace

at Stszeid, to quote only two instances. I was able

tqg‘fs\i‘t' the latter in the course of my visit to Stanford

,vaersity. Founded in. 1919 by Herbert Hoover,

Ot is to-day hailed a5 “one of the important indepen-

J  dent Libraries and a research centre in U.S.,in the

field of world affairs”, The Library part of it
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“collects and preserves records of war, revolution
and peace in the zoth ceatury, The Institute sponsors
research, instruction and publication based upon these
records”. Dedicating the building with the 285-foot
tower in 1943, President Hoover said, “The purpose
of this Institution is to promote peace. Its records
stand as a challenge to those who promote war,
They should attract those who search for peace ”’.
3
AUDIO-VISUAL Audio-visual aids consist of ﬁlms( ﬁlm
;IIT;?SI ON strips, slides, prints, pictures, {&pe and
gramophone records. Everylfibrary has
a good collection of zll these in the diffetent subjects.
Stress is being laid on the use offthese aids in thz
imparting of instruction in the Angétfcan Universities.
[ Photo-duplication. is la;gély employed, because
Libratians are eager to make every human record
{(even rare manuscripts,. by ‘obtaining a micro-film or
photo-stat copy of it )\avallable to readers, to make
them more endut\@g by saving them from natural
deterioration oflfrom the chances of wars and, most
important of\all, to save space. (It is estimated
that back vslumeq of newspapers, 'if microfilmed, can
save g8\pet cent of space! ) ]

' \J}gudio—visual aids pliy a very effective role in
‘the-imparting of instmuction. To cite only a couple
of examples : while at the University of Colorado, I
attended a class for students of the Fine Atts. The

A

Vi 41

2\

Q.



Professor was lectuting on the paintings of Rubens.
He spoke for just ten minutes and then showed a film
which exhibited all the important works of Rubens
with suitable captions and comparing them with the
works of Rubens’s contemporaties.

During the third week of Decembet, 1956, T was
working in the Music Division of the Library. Besﬁes
having a large collection of the recorded VeiSlGIl‘; of
Western music etc., the Division had a small dollection
of Indian music records also—classicalds Well as folk:
songs etc. Tn the English Department\of the University
wete tecorded versions of the dianas of Shakespeare
etc.,and recordings of recltatlcm&)f English poems.The
number of records in the Div%ion totalled over 6,000, .

One afternoon, éfp,er ﬁmshmg my work in the
Division, I went ing) the Listening room (a room
which is 'equippcdf’xirith electrically operated gramo-
phones with li€tening aids, where at'a time about a
dozen pep lé*\can' sit and play records each of his
own ChQiC% and played and listened to the recorded
versiaft;of Paul Robeson’s Othello for a couple of
hours! It was a moving expetience. I sincerely felt

\that teachers of Shakespeate who happen to teach

Otkella would do well to play this version to their

*“students Both before and after teaching the text.

]E)ix;'lrrgggon Some University Libraries in the States
) B ] . . . . . .
have Extension Divisions which loan
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out Libraty materials to institutions and individuals
in rural and other areas where there is inadequacy of
Library service. The Extension service being
rendered by the University of Colotado is concerned
with the provision of materials to off-campus students
who take Correspondence coutses, to High Schools
which conduct debates and organize plays, to Adult
forums and Women’s clubs. The collection of
this Division consists mainly of books needed for (),
off-campus courses, of plays, reference works, bibliot)
graphies, pamphlets, Package Libsaries, etc. (The
Division also draws whenever necessaty, Qﬁ the
resources of the main Library, Daring 193§¢56, the
Division loaned out 14,063 items to allthe 48 States
and even to some foreign countrigse \

Serving the alumni, broadcastmg information
about books and presenting ¢ ~aititural programmes,
through television aad “r,a,dlo, supplying reading
courses and lists etc., torthe people in the region, all
these form the other features of the Extension
service. An cffcc\k}cn Extension setvice can win for
the University the affection and esteem of the people
residing in t.tlc,\alca

\Y

,’~f\0*h¢t characteristics of administration.
%GWSSION Most of the Libraries have abandoned.
VEGISTER A _ _
maintaining an Accession register.
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The invoices sent in by the publishers, or the shelf
list, or the order cards take its place,

MANUALS OF  Eyery Division in the Libraty has a
- PROCEDURE  Manual of Procedure giving details
about the working of the Library, for the guidance
of the staff members.

N

# A\

INVENTORY  Some of the Libraries hg}(é‘"zﬁsconti-

nued the practice of stgglé—tﬁking. Tt is
the considered opinion of the authorities of these
Libraries that stock-taking is &) costlier affair than
replacemert of lost books by pizichase.

A\ W

BIRPDERIES  Some of,,“gflé" bigger Iibraties have

bindeties. attached to them. Ta some
of the Universities;tike the University of Colorado,
the bindery fg@s part and parcel of the Print-shop.
Binding cogts\in U. S., are pretty high, and the chicf
justificatipn "for having a bindery attached to the
Librasyds economy

o\
"’\Qt . )
‘LERRARY The size of the staff of an average
\\STAFF- : H H 11 £ o x
X\ sezrortox A?ne:l:ican Library is quite cons!dc,._tablt,
~O 7 avp Tilinois and Harvard have respectively,
_ \ TRAINING more than 250 and 360 people on theit

staff. In addition, both have an army of
part-time Student Assistants. At the Colorado
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library, which is one of the relatively under-staffed
Libraties, thete were 41 full-time people and 6o-70
part-time Student Assistants. Of the 41 full-time
workers, 21 were trained librarians.

The University Librarian is usually a technician
and an administrator. He is, besides, one who
understands the needs of tesearch workers. For
manning the Divisional Libraries, subject specialists,
who have had Library training, are usually preferred. ,{
Professional posts ate being manned only by profesc)
sionally trained people. The selection of the staffis
mainly done by the Libratian through rcfa(nce to
the Heads of the Library Schools which train
prospective Librarians. 7\

(There are 35 such Schools 1 ﬂﬁ States, which
take in about 1,500 students everyyear. Even so,
there is a great dearth of tramed Librarians, and I
found many Libraries in scéarch of trained men to
man some of their technical positions. There is
truth in the saying th}}in the U. S, jobs hunt after
men and not vice.versa).

BALARTES BT There is no uniformity in the scales of
" pay of the Libtary staff in the Univer-
sities, \ %‘he richer Univegsities pay handsomely, while
r;he Poorcr ones are obliged to cut their costs accord-
Sg¢ to their budgets. To attract suitable persons,
however, attractive salaries are being offered.
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University Librarians draw from a minimum $ 6,000
toa maximum of § 14,000 per annum. Recent findings
indicate that a professionally trained new entrant in
a library draws annually a salary exceeding $ 3,600.
. Staff members work for about 40 hours a week,
though Libraries are open for about 85 . hours.
Regular hours of work are from 8-0 a.m. to s-o pum.
with an hout’s break for lunch and with brief breaks
for coffee —morning and afternoen. Saturd;(};‘st\ and
Sundays ate usually off days, when Student\ASsistants
and clerks help keep the Library open ahd going.

With a view to increasing the g"e}ig:ral efficiency
of the Libraries, Library ap{l}otities encourage
stafl members to engage thg{'@aves in professional
activities, to attend confeteaces and to undergo
orientation, specialised afid higher training courses.
Promotions etc., arcj}ﬁihde on merit, seniority not
being of much impéitance.

A numbeggbf facilities are offered to Library
employees. ¢ Decently and comfortably furnished rest
rooms with ~adjoining kitchenettes are provided.
Staff .j’(ss"ociations exist in all Libraries. These
A§§\Q:§iﬁtions bring staffl members closer to each
Lther and organize social functions.

*
&

~0 SIUDENT  Ag already mentioned above, Univer-
)  ASSISTANTS : o . .

_ sity Libraries employ students study-
ing in the different classes as part-time workers.
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An hourly wage of $-c.bo to § 1.25 is paid to
each such student. There is a separate item in
the budget entitled * Assistance to students”
for meeting out such expenses. The jobs assigned
to these Assistants normally include shelving of
books, pasting of labels and tags, charging books et¢-
The object of having such Assistants is, fitstly, to
help financially needy and deserving students,
secondly, to kindle and foster interest among thcm \. \
in the Library and the profession, and, thirdly, ;o
effect economy. The major defect of the system is
that when new Student Assistants are enrol}e‘d they
need training if they are to be of effectivenuse. By
the time they become uvseful they wﬂkp}obably have
completed their studies in the Umversmes and be
about to quit. ‘Thus, the Libraty-is again faced with
the problem of appointing a-fiew bunch of Assistants.
These constant and mevita‘ble replacements may affect
the smooth working of\thc Library and ultlmately the
idea may prove unq‘\onomlcal

'ﬁi‘f‘hgg‘éﬁmf On the campus of almost ail Univer-
' sities 1 visited, the Library building

was a p{smment structure. 'With a view to making
the lerary the focal point of all University activity,
(eéntral location for the Library Building is
\hvanably given on the University campus. The

differenice between the older buildings and the newet
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ones is marked. The reason for this change can be
seen in the gradual shifting of cmphasis from the
original idea of preservation and storage of beoks in
a Library to the new doctrine of making books
available to readers at any cost. An attempt to
tespect all the Five Laws of Library Science, is being
very effectively and admirably made in the néwer
buildings. O\

In the planning of the older Librari€s;" greater
emphasis seems to have been laid of ‘their archi-
tectural design than on their functional ditility and their
capacity to expand with the growtinef the collections.
The result was that these buildings soon became
overcrowded. So a number o‘ﬁDepartmcntal Libraties
sprang upon the campus At tac University of
Colorado, a new experlment of having all these
Divisional Libraries™in a single building was made
in 1940. This bmidmg, which has a very imposing
architectural structure, was then hailed as an ideal
Library biilding. But over the years its architectural
style hag- proved to be a hindrance to the growth of
the.\lerary The physical limitations of the building,
¢oupled with its incapacity to expand have resulted

N overcrowding and in a limited library service.
A\ In the planning of the newer buildings, stress is
\m‘;"' being laid on flexibility and functional wutility.
Architectural manifestations, though still sought
after, have been assigned a secondary position. Close
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attention is given to the situation of the building on
the campus (a central situation is usually preferred)
and to its capacity for future expansion. (It may be
interesting to note that an Ametican University
Library doubles itself within a span of about 20 years,
The annual acquisitions run into several thousands,
The University of Colorado Library, for example,
acquired 30,744 volumes during 1955-56.) Members
of the Board of Trustees, Librarians, members of the
Libtary Committees and Architects, who cooperatlve]y
plan new buildings, ate aiming at providing greater
facilities.  Thus, in every new building we. find
provision being made for special rooms—fgx storing
flms, records, rare books, maps, periodiédls. Carrels;
binderies, photographic rooms, Librafgadministrative
offices, lounges for smoking and rel2<ing, sta¥ rooms
etc, are also quite - comaiph. Some Library
buildings even have finely\equipped auditoriums,
The Malcom G. Wyer (i Anditorium of the Denver
Public Library is a nﬁtance in poiat. This audi-
torium, which has xatmg accommodation for 372
petsons at a tigdg; “ his varied facilities for diverse
functions. E@&gﬁlar programmes of slides and motion
pictures a‘\r\& produced here under the Library’s Adult
Educatlt;)n Progtamnme. ‘The engincered acoustics
helg provide an ideal setting for chamber music and

akers”. Some buildings also have typing rooms,
which are sound-proof and are located just by the side
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of the Reading Room. Here. readers can: bring’ theis
typewriters and take down notes from books.
Some Libraries even provide | typewnters on a
renital basis, =

MODULAR The modular type. of construction
g?ggTB.uo' * seems to be holding an answer t6 many
C . of these problems, and Universities Are
experimenting: with this type of construction.{ }The
tecently - constructed building of the Lmverslty
Library at Princeton is a good examplel of modular
construction. - Each module in the building measures
18" % 25°.  In a modular structdé€ there are no
permanent walls inside, (Whileyat Boulder, Ilearnt
that the Libfary of the Uni\%rslty of Wyoming at
Laramie was under constructlon 1, therefore, paid
2 visit to Laramie. LWas 1rnpressed by the plan of
the building.) \ :
~An mterestmg feature which' parucularly fascinat-
ed me in the older as well as the newer buildings. was
the mscrlpt\ons which some of them bere. For
exampley the portals of the Norlini Library to which I
made\a reference above, and which is built out of
siely red-sand’ stones hewn out of the neighbout-
1}1g Rockies, displayed the following insctiptions véty
boldly *Who "knows his own - generation remains
always 4 child”; and “Enter here the :tlrneless fellow-.

1

ship 'of the human spiit”, @ - oo
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'The Los Angeles Public Library had, carved on
its four outer cotnices, the names of Shakespeare,
Milton, Aristotle, Socrates and othet eminent men.

The ceilings and intetior walls of some of the
rooms of the University of Southern California
Library at Los Angeles, wete covered with beautiful
paintings which depicted the history of the art of
printing.  The effect that such inscriptions and . O\
paintings etc., have on the minds of the more™,
sensitive and perc1plent readers is indeed remarkabl*e
They attempt as it were to bring about a transfoi;ma-
tion in the mind of the reader, transplant hlm\fgom the
atmosphere of hustle and bustle of the life'dusside, into
a calmer, mote soberer and serious Q(mosphere 50
vety necessary for serfous and concmtrated study of,
in other words, for taking in the¢ hght of knowledge.

’.
A

ATR A1r—cond1t10mng Is quite common in
CONDITION-
I'NG the Statcs and the cost of air-condi-
: tlomng\ls worked out at 20 per cent of
the total cost of BQ@ bu1ld1r1g For us in India, this
is-a pretty big amount. But with a view to leagthen-
ing the lifeNof books, air conditioning may be
tntroduced.}n the stack rooms. :
Nl
MGHTJNG " Lots of expetiments are being carried
- -on with regard to lighting in Libraries.-
\Fluorescent lighting is frequently resorted to od the
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plea that it gives adequate light and is economical.
General fluorescent lamps may be unsuitable in read-
ing rooms, for they rob the tooms of the atmosphere
of privacy so very necessary for serious study. The
glate of these lamps and the noise they produce are
another drawback. The mellow lighting arrangement,
both individual and general, in the Milner Libtary

{College of Education ) at Normal was delighzfd:
(\)

g;egIPMENT The stack room, in the glgér\ libraries,
: forms the core of sthe'  building.
A number of tiers of racks arebuilf in the centre.
In the modular buildings, whese réading spaces are
intermingled with stacks, bracket type racks are being
used. In some of the Libsdties wooden racks measur-
ing 4 x 3” were display@&“ in the reading rooms. In
the Midwest Reszf:gtiié "Centre at Chicago, which is
essentially a storige centre for duplicate copies of
books etc., ar{éxperiment at cconomising space has
been madeo\-.‘.m.’The central rack is fixed and two
more rac}é are hung on to the two end portions of
the qegiffal rack and these two can be wheeled in and
out\id the gangway, so as to shut or open the central

’\’ra?c‘k. For displaying petiodicals, ordinary racks wete

mostly being used. In one Library, I noticed a novel
method for displaying periodicals. Almost all the

~walls in the periodicals room were mounted with

wooden bodrds which had small holes bored in them.
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In these holes were inserted trays of diffetent sizes,
all made up of steel wire and the periodicals were
displayed in these trays,

The two buildings of the Library of Congress,
between which runs a broad highway are connected
by an underground tunnel, and books from one
building to the other are transported with the help of
electrically operated book-conveyors. I found a

N

similararrangement in the Bodleian Libraty at Oxford. L™

For calling books from the stack room, to
the Issue Desk, for notifying the readers whether
the book called by them is ready for JS}ue or
not, and for similar other purposes, \a" number
of useful gadgets like electrically «ép\erated book
conevyors, vacunm tube slip conveyors etc., have
been in use in many of the beranes in the Sratcs

A very interesting eqmpment was at the
Library of the Massachusétts Technical Institute,
Boston. 'This equlpmgnt was being used to derect
differences in two copies of the same incunabula.

Micro-card rezéers Micro-film readers, listen-
ing aids, vacuufidust cleaners, projectors—these and
many othc-:r'\such useful equipments ate available
in aImongll lerarles——blg or small,

TF‘AGHING The American University Libraries

NCTION oF attempt to conduct their affairs in such

LIBRARIES _
a 'way that, as a result, every teacher
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it the University teaches' more and: teaches better and
every student learns more and learns better, than it
would have been in the absence of their help.. This
means that the Libraty plays a very positive, and
almost aggressive fole in University educatlon - This

fs achieved by—

()

Otientation, which means the imparting .of

- instruction, with illustrations, to _rg:aderu
' (especially - the freshmen) in the use'of the

Library. - Some Libraries - show.” motion
pictures - which’ depict. the L“Lbrar}f set-1:,
the facilities it offers etc::,\ In Colorads,;
the Library staff, in co-opération ‘with he
teaching staff of th;:'\"Eﬁglish -Department,

holds a test examination for all -freshoen
with 2 view tel assessing their knowledge
of a librargtset-up. Those who- fare ill in

the test “ate given special imstruction by
semos\members of the library ‘staff.

' T§ open-access system encourages students

professors to make increased usé of the

‘Libraty, and almost all Libraries, with certain
" - exceptions, allow their clientele to approach

the book-shelves withoutlet or hindrance.
Some Libraries issue attractive handbooks

" which explain’ with taps ahd chatts: and

other illustrations the plan of the, Lzbtary_

and its rules and regulations. -
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{d) A monthly list of books added to the Libtary,
which goes a long way in bringing books and
readets together,is issued by many Libraries.
Some issue them with brief annotations.

{€) Browsing rooms, which have the capacity
of converting potential into actual readers,
are also being employed in this programme.
These rooms are attractively and comforta-
bly furnished. The collection in such tooms & \

. mostly consists of light, popular 11teratu:e~
" including fiction and picture: magazines €té
{f) Exhibitions of books to comn;embmtc
- anniversaties -and . such.other oeasions,
stimulate reading and promotesinterest in
specific subjects; and bemf‘es dn UL S,
fully exploit this device, N\
{g) Faculty members oft;en send hsts of books
. pertaining - toi a. spe(:lﬁc subject on which
- they .are: to -deliver lectures; . - with a request
that the haoks - listed. .be: reserved for
. stadents of\t}lat pattlcular class;

In: this- .and many -other - ways . Umversm
Libraries attengpt to jnculcate ja their readers a hkmg
for rcad;kmd love for good boaks, ~. ; ...

“Mafiy of: our Libraties could: adopt -some,- 1f not

QH, of\thesc wwith; proﬁt i Cmr
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IV. LIBRARY CO-OPERATIONJN U.S.A.
<\

The U. S., abounds in manjdo-operative enter-
prises in every sphere of hqrﬁ:aﬁ activity, and the
Libraty profession is no ekgeption. I shall indicate
a couple of examples.v::;’i"“

%

NATIONAL  The National Union Catalogue, one of
NION i : i
UNLO _(the greatest aids to scholraship, is

OATALOGUE( { N A .
: %O being maintained by the Libtary of

Congre\ss;r’ Ovet 700 Research anl other Libraries
send,\.by mutual agreement, catalogue cards on the
asis of one card onz book to this Union Catalogue,

. \§1h1ch gives information about the exact location of

over 8 million volumes. This Catalogue is supple-
mented by an auxiliary Union Catalogue which records
the location of nearly 6 lakhs of books in Chinese

Russian, Japanese, etc.
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TIE PENVER  Besides this National Union Catalogue,
BIBLIO- ther Regional Union Cas
S RAPHIOAL ¢ are some Regional Union Cata-
CENTRE logue centres. The Denver Biblio-
graphical Centre is.an example of this
type of regional co-operation. Therc are in this Centre
more than s million catalogue icards with locations
of millions of books in 198 libraties. The Centre,
which was founded to serve the Rocky Mountain
fegion, entertains enquiries coming not only from¢\J)
. . ) £\
within the region but also from other parts of the
States, nay, even from other parts of the world, -

This is with regard to the location ofLibrary
materials. Thete are similar enterprises NR" respect
of acquisition of new materials and/storing away
of materials which ate likely to be }es} used. '
THE - “This is an expetiment in specialisation
FARMINGTON b 1 Ameri
PLAN y voluntary@gteement among Ameri-

.' - can Reseatch Libraries. Its objective s
to make sure that at leafst\one copy of each new foreign
book and pamphlgt\\}iat might reasonably be expected
to interest a resedrch worker in the U.S., will be
acquired by an’American Library, promptly listed in
the Uniﬁ"@‘atalogue- at the Library of Congress and

-made a¥dilable by inter-library loan or photographic
tepraduction.” According to the Plan, Yale University
GQII;e"cts books on Indology, and. the University of
Hlinois sp=cialises in Freach literature and langunage.

VIII _ §7



/NN

\‘;

Books on Dravidian civilization in general are
collected by the Yale University, and those pertain-
ing to Dravidian languages and literatures by the
California University at Berkeley.

MID-WRSTERN The Mid-Western ILibrary Centre at
é‘éﬁi;gr Chicago,which was started in 195 1,00W

: covers cight States. Seventeen librasies,
which are members of the Centre to-day, petlodically
send to it duplicates of books, old text- boak‘s College
and University Handbooks, foreign nf:\vspapet files,
telephone and other directories, and~a\1~l othet material
which may be of a low-use nan{rf; The arrangement
is saving all the pasticipating{¥ibraries a good deal
of shelf space. PN

o)

(10-OPERA- lerarus in the U. S. have Iaunc hed a
TION IX number of co-operative microfilming
MIGRO. co-operative micro

PILMING mpm}ects, such as the microfilming of

(«Mall English books published before
1600 agd, all American  books published before
IBOD.s\ The Foreign Newspaper Project, sponsorcd
b"z'\the Association of Rescarch Librarles, allows
~<o-operative access to mictofilms of a large number

..j'f'. of current foreign newspapers. Libraries ate also

getting important Iocal newspapers microfilmed. At
the University of Colorado,the Library,in co-operation
with the publishers of the “Boulder Daily Camera”,
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an important newspaper in the State of Colorado,
undertook the microfilming of the back files of this

paper.

INTER- The most obvious instance of Library
E gi};‘;RY co-operation in the U, S. is the inter-

libraty loan practice. Inter-library loans
are procured with a view to meeting the needs of the
students, the Faculty etc. Very few Libraries refuse O\
requests for loan from other Libraries. The standagd\”}\ i
form of Inter-Library loan is used by most Librazjes,’
The bortowing Libraries take the responsibilityfor
the loans and bear the postage both ways. \\\:}

\J
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V CONCLUSION «
. m\

It will be evident from the Qforegomg that thé

U. 8. is a veritable Land of :}\)\eri.es and that the

Americans ate a people whoIove and admire books.

India was also an abodc ef F.earning and Librasies. A

people— whose prlceless possessions were the Vedas,

the Upanishads, the Mahabharata, and the Ramayana;

who latet applaqded the literaty works of Kalidasa,

Bhavabhuti, (Bamabhatta, Magha and many other

great Sgn;k\rit writers; and who, still later,

devclogéki: the different regional languages and 2

wealth’ of literature dating back many centuries

"tia embracing many branches of knowledge—did

\,’\rollect, preserve and transmit to posterity the

, u\, written heritage. History tells us that through the

N/ hoary -past Libraries flourished tor a time and
then floundered.
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To-day, after all these thousands of years of
history, culture and spiritual glory, we find that our
Libtary movement is still in its infancy, and that it
needs to deriveinspiration from those lands where the
movement is in full swing. .

According to ¢ Libraties in India’, published by
the Ministry of Education in 1951, there wete only

1,166 Libraries of all kinds in the whole country. (),

Of these, only 248 wete Public Libraties and th4t)
fot a population of 360 millions. In the U. S., theére
are neatly 14,000 Libraries of different kindsg and all
these Libraties cater to the needs of the entite popula-
tion of 170 millions, which may be pre;mmed to be
cent per cent literate, Of our 360 rmlhons oaly about
6o millions are literate.* Taking the Lzbrary facilities
available in the U. S. as 2 standard (the Americans
themselves still feel that xheir library facilities are
gquite inadequate), and basmg our argument on the
figures avajlable in the\ ¢ Libraries in India, 19517,
it may be said thhéffor catering to the intellectugﬂ
aeeds of the neafly 6o million literates, there ought to
be in our coghfty about 5,000 Librarics. ( Worked in
terms of pepulation, there is one Public Library for
gvety 3000 petsons in the U. S, whereas here in
I_ndigftfic figures would be one Public Library for every
{?p million persons. ) :

* The percentage of literacy according to the 1951 Census
was 16, 61.
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Tt can be safely surmised from this that there ate
many millions in this country who would very eagerly
make use of books and libraries were they to be made
available to them. Lack of Governmental interest
and support in the pre-Independence era and of
active sympathy from the public, may be said to
be, among others, the main reasons for this state
of affaits. Many of the other reasons exisfgven
to—day. ' X O

Iliteracy, poverty, dearth of gdod reading
material, let alone research material,dit"the different
languages—all these are eating ifMo ‘the ‘vitals, not
only of the movement, but aﬁo of the country’s
progress. DBut, as I said g_tf?he outset of this story,
the movement has ’a;~ tremendous  future in
resutgent India. InSthe light of the progress
of the movement j.n:".‘dther countries, an attempt to
indicate the line§ alfmg which the movement in our
country m f:kmd will develop is made below.
Also somge Enggestions are essayed.

Theimmediate problem in India is not so
mugh™one  of dotting the entire land with

ibraries; but one of striking life into the existing ones

":f’ihld making them into live organisms which can be
relied wpon to serve the community in which they are

constituted. Examples of existing Libraries, which
have been starving for want of funds, could be
copiously quoted.
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‘The next problem’ is that of grappling with the
book famine which prevails in the country
in general and in our own region in particular.
The production of ‘good’ books has not been
commensurate with the demand for such books.
Before we think of starting more Libraties we
should do something about stepping up the
production of good books in the country in the

different languages. The efforts being made in thig

direction by the Sahitya Akadami ate indeed
laudable. The recent creation of the Ijq:ibnal
Book Trust of India, and the Book\\Jadustry
Council of South India, constitutes a vefy’big, very
significant and far-reaching development in this
connection, { Before my departuré $or the States, in
collaboration with Professors oftKannada and other
eminent men of letters, I,qﬁrﬁpﬂed a sclect list of
Kannada books for the §a]:iitira Akadami. The list,
which contained about-€;200 titles, was prepared after
perusal of over 7,008 titles. Though there was scope
for selection in thﬁl subjects of the Humanities and the
Social sciences:,:\it must be conceded that there was
no scope, fot“selection in the Science subjects. In
certain giibjects, as, for example, Physics, Chemistry,
Biology, there were hardly any rematkable titles. The
@@j'“éncyclopaedjc type of work was the one meant
for youngsters. The get-up of a majority of the
publications, too, was not up to the mark.)
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As matters stand at present, the majority of the
Colleges affiliated to' the Universities do not have
trained Librarians. 'This, coupled with other “wants’,
has fesulted in books not being easily made
available to teachers and students. Itis, thetcfore,

"suggésted that the Universities lay down 2 condition

that - a1} ehic Colleges “which afe affiliated or whith
scek afﬁhatton should: have ‘trained lerarlang, \Wlth

a “hair complement of cletical and - ‘mentalC3taff, to
' -manage their Libraties. - It-goes withoutsaying “that
thé Universities themiselves should hai(e an a&equate

aimber of - qualified and expemenccd 'Libratians, so
that the  University leraries qeﬂ{e as rnoJels to. the

: Coilege Libraries, .- ~.~\ R

. The Pubhc Libmry 13 the custodian of ‘some

'Bf the téans and prﬁcesses 750 very ' necessary
for keepmg an eIectotate well informed and enlight-
‘ehed ‘in-a gréat ; Democracy “The “School” Libraries
-fflelp edicate dherditizens of to-mhortow. The Co]lege
dnd Umve}s\&y L1bxmes ‘hold the key 'to. the
_doers of~ knowledge so- essential - for research,
I thése Temples of Learing ate to effectively play
‘their voles; tliey seed to be manned byastaff of

goéd' status and standing. It is, therefore, suggested
thaf while ‘making appointments to-a Library, well
qualified “personnel - only be - selected. Tt is also
suggested that due status be given to the Library
staff.
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There is a dearth of trained Library personnel.
There are also not enough Library Schools to train
young persons for Library positions. The Ministry of
Education through the University Grants Commission
should encourage Universities in the different regions
to start full-fledged Library Schools. Meanwhile,
adequate financial assistance needs to be given to
Universities already conducting such courses, so that
they could have bettet trained teachers. o

Some of the existing Schools which are conduct
ing part-time courses may be encouraged to gqrfwé"rt
the courses into full-time courses, provisipn™ being
made for adequate equipment and a competent teaching
staff. Admission to these schools shoul@be restricted
to those who can benefit froQsuch training,

Uniformity in the courses beiig taught at these
Schools needs to be aimed at.a

With the dawn of freddom, 2 larger number of
Government publicatiofig: are coming out, and these
are in demand ino\i.m,every patt of the country.
Depository centres% d, therefore, to be started in the
different regiq;g”s:."’ The Universities and the bigger
Public Ijbgéﬁes may be asked to shoulder this
responsibility.

A::ﬁ“nion Catalogue of the holdings of some of the
important Libraries in the country may be thought
\&ftby the National Library in co-operation with the
Indian Library Association.

N
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The importance of Audio-visual aids in the
imparting of instruction in Schools, Colleges and
Universities can hardly be over-emphasised. It is,
therefore, suggested that Libraties be encoura-
ged -to stock and use Audio-visual aids and
equipment,

The Government of India may be requested to
negotiate with the Government of the U.S. regarchng
exchange of its documents with those of thch S.
Government, and arrange for their free chstnbutzon
among the University Libraries in Indian® )

Along with the printing and pub\hshlng of the
Indizn National Bibliography, the fisst issue of which
is expected to be out very sooﬁ}\'arrangements for
ptinting catalogue-cards maybe made.

The possibility of publishing separate classified
catalogues of the bgglié'"printed_ up to date in the
different regional ladguages in India, may be explored.
This may be fol@wcd up by annual classifted lists fos
each region, (The work may be undertaken co-opera-
tively by § th\Inchan Library Association, the Regional
and State Library Associations and the Sahitya
Aka&irril
\ Tter-Libraty lending needs to be encouraged.

With 2 view to stepping up Inter-Library loans

" aad the movement of books otherwise, the Govern-

ment of India might be requested to introduce
reduced postal rates for the transport of such materials.
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Development of Library literature in the different
regional languages needs to be attended to.

The Central and State Governments need to be
requested to give adequate financial assistance to the
Indian Libtary Association and the other Regional
and State Library Associations, so that they can play
their part to better advantage.

Special Departments of Libraries may be started o
both at the Centre and at the State Government level & N,
to guide the Library Movement in the country. .\

Suitable Library legislation should be enac,tcd id
all the States along with the Compulsory Pﬁmary
Education legislation.

The Indian Library Assoaanon{ the State
and Regional Library Associatis)y and, the
Indian Standards Institution sheuld co-operatively
apply themselves to standzfdisino publication
methods. \

Regional, Umvcrsltxand Publlc Libraries need to
be encouraged to S\RQGIE.IISC in collections pertaining
to the region. A\

The storyof the Library Movement in India
is 2s old as “Ei';fé"étory of its civilization, and as colout-
ful; but there is not a single work which recounts it
fully aﬁd continuously with authority. A comprehen-
slve\, “well-documented history of the Library Move-
mient in the country, from ancient times to the present
day, 15 a great necessity. The Government of India in
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the Ministry of Education might undertake this wotk
in collaboration with the Indian Library Association.

The reading habits of the few literates, and of
School and College-going youngsters, are on the
decline. Many are the reasons responsible for this,
An attempt to inculcate this good habit needs to
be seriously made. One of the ways to achieve this
would be to institute prizes or metit certificates for
such of the youngsters as successfully cqu)k:te
reading 2 number of prescribed good books Wdthin 2
stipulated period. )

It was not until the beginning of. @h;&iﬁth century
that the art of printing came to Indial Even so, it
took another century or two bef:@%"books and jour-
nals could be printed in Indig eifﬁhe different regional
languages. These early pt’i’n‘ée& books and periodicals
nced to be preserved fof Sposterity, as they contain
much information Wﬁi}:h may be useful to research
workers.  Many{df these printed wotks ate not
available. Wl{l[e making every effort to preserve
those few whith are still available and to prolong their
life, a plafi to microfilm some of the very important
publieatiéns from amongst them may be thought of
bpic Government of India in the Ministry of

‘B}é}xcation, in co-operation with the Indian Library

() Association, the State and Regional Library Asso-

N\

\ s
4

ciations and the Sahitya Akadami.
5 * * Lk
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All this is no doubt, 2 long way off. But a
vigorous attempt in this direction is being made by
the Union as well as the State Governments.

With a view to liquidating illiteracy, the framers

of cur Constitution have stipulated that by 1961,

every State in the country shall provide free
and compulsory primary education for every child up
to the age of 14. So, by 1980, the entire nation will
have a large literate population. The existing library (&
facilities will, therefore, have to be adequatdy
augmented if many of them are not to relapse {nto
illiteracy, and if the working of our young damdcrat:}
is to be a real success.

. According to Dr. S. R. Rangam‘ﬁian there
should be in the country, by 1980, N’atloml Central
Library, 22 State Central lerar’lc;s; 154 City Central
Libraries, 712 City Branches, :“373 Rural Central
Libraries, 4,100 Rural Qgﬁhch Libraries, 13,107
Mobile Libraries and 268361 Delivery Stations. Bur
even this may ultim{xﬁe}y prove to be inadequate.

FIRST F(irfunatcly the Union Government
FIVE-YEAR ‘have been moving in the right direc-
PLAN o &

(0" tion. They have made provision in the
Flvc-Yea\r Plans for the librarisation of the country.
The First Five-Year Plan saw the coming into being of
&4@ District Libraries and ¢ State Libraries. The
‘Delivery of Books Act was promulgated in 1954.
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Among other useful clauses, the Act contains one
which stipulates that a copy of every publication
brought out in the country should be supplied
free to the National Library of India and 3 other

select Libraries.

SECOND The Second Five-Year Plan envisagls
igﬁ{YEAR the establishment of libraries m~ \220
districts. These libraries wilk Serve as
Central Libraries for the districts, with dlstnhutfon
centres scattered all over the district. ¢ D
Of course, every State will have A Central Library
which will be link=d up with thaNational Libtarics
proposed to be established at\BOmba}r, Calcutta and
Madras. These,in their turn wﬂl be linked up with the
National Central Libragy} to be opened at New Delhi.
The transformatlon of the Imperial Library at
Calcutta into the National Library of India, and i:;
tremendous  espansion  during a short span  of
years, and, the'sponsoring of the Delhi Public Librasy
under the\joint auspices of the Union Government
and;QéhNESCO, constitute a significant landmark
%@h’e ditection of the librarisation of the country.
e ttibe of the latter which is hailed as the first of

~3its kind in the whole of Asia, will soon increase, and

it is hoped that there will be, in the course of a decade
or two, miniature Delhi Public Libraries all over the
land. With the ushering into being of the University
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Grants Comthission,that august body has been playing
the fairy godmother to the Universities and their
libraries in the country. The Library: Advisory
Committee appointed by the Union Government is
currently touring the country to go into the circum-
stances in which Public Libraries ‘exist” and to-advise
the Government on the steps to be taken to adequately
and suitably librarise the whole country. All
this points to a bright future. Verily, India too will (),
soon be a Land of Libraries. To quote Swami )"
Vivekananda of hallowed memory, <The star atdse
in the East; it travelled steadily towards the \‘({g{g&l’. ..
till it made 2 circuit of the world and now s again
rising on the very horizon of the East’. /7
s X X &N X

Before T make an end, I decm it my duty
to express my gratitude to the ‘many institutions
and individuals that m?.dgf “this trip possible
and  contributed  towards its success. To
the University authopities, who very strongly
recommended m;\\féir the scholarship, to the
Government of+¥ddia, which selected me for the
tour, to the {erican Government, which conferred
the sch aféhip, to the officials of the American
Library{ Association, to the Director of the entire
Progmmme to the Director of the Orientation
Rgogramme, the officers and staff of the University
of Coloradog Libraty, the many Americans, both men
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and women, who made my stay in the States z
great and unforgettable experience, I owe a deep debt

of gratitude.

The debt I owe to the University especially, is
considerable. It would be idle on my part to think
in terms’ of repaying this debt in full. I can only
say that I shall endeavour to. repay at least 4 fraction
of this debt in sincere and devoted service. QO
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Bodletan Tibrary, Oxford { England .
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V1. A NOTE ON THE EUROPEAN TQUR

“\\'

On my way back home I stopped $de*about a
fnrtmght in Eutope and visited Libratisgin Eogland
and some Centinental couftries, T haa‘wrltten 'to the
British Council requesting them i make.. arrange-
ments. for my  visits to lefancs in- London,
Cambridge and Osford. Fhe Council obliged me by
arranging for my visits g0 the Library Association,
the National Central L 1brary, the ‘University . College
Library, the Westhimister Public Libraty and the
Marylebone Pubhc, Libtary, all in London. They
also arranged for my trips to Cambridge and. Oxford.

I VJSLt&d the National Central Library, London,
on 15t Ma rch, 1957, immediately after my arrival in
TQnQo,n 1. was greatly impressed by ‘the British
National Book Centre, which is 2 Department of the
"I}atlonal Centsal TLibrary. 'This centre was started
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in 1947 with a view to “encouraging the rediseri-
bution of redundant books and periodicals in all
fields of serious study and research”. Every month,the
Central Library issues a list of ‘wants’ and sends
out copies of this to member Libraries all over the
world.  Member Libraries submit their requests in
the form of a memorandum showing the name of the
Library, number of the ‘wants’ list and the itent
required, and the Central Library takes immedfite
action on this ¢laim. . A
My visits to the British l\iuseutlg,jtilé"l\/laryle-
bone Public Library and the Westmainister Public
Library were also quite educative. NThe “Paste-on’
éa’tz’ﬂogues' of the British I\-Iuseun\tf;l}lt'erested me.

- The visit to Cambridgethad been  arranged for
the sth of March, 1957..\ I'was at the ‘Cambridge
University Library for, péllﬂy 4 hours. The Libraty
has well over 3 milliph volumes. It has adopted
the open-access m&s"ystem. It is open to readers
from 9-0 a. ¢t 6-30 p. m. (The loss of books in
the Librarys } was told by the Secretary, hovers
round 8¢ P&i year). Here I also found the catalogue
being maintained in the ledger from, entries in which
werdprinted and pasted on. For imaginative litera-
ture, - school books and pamphlets, however, there

(OWas a separate catalogue on catds. There was no
\V subjects catalogue at all, bur only an author
catalogue. No accession registers are being maintained

: W

74




in this Library. The scheme of classification is
indigenous. Books are arranged on the shelves in the
different classes by size.

The next day, I paid a short visit to the
Bodleian Library at Oxford, with its buildings both
ancient and modern.

While in Paris, I visited the Bibliotheque
Nationale—the National Library of France. The
reading room of this Libraty impressed me as ope
better than that of the British Museum and ghe
Library of Congress. Natural and artificial hghtmg
atfangements were very near perfectlon\ The
Bibliotheque Nationale publishes the Natinnal Biblio-
graphy in co-operation with pul}lishca;§£~\

My visits to the Central Libtaty’ in Zurich and
the Vatican Libraty in Rome wete also quite interest-
ing. The building in whighithe Vatican Library is
housed is quite outstanding” in that its ceilings are
covered with frescocs\ by great painters of Italy.
The Library has 2 wéty fine collection of manuscripts,

Though hughied, the Continental tour was quite
interesting. L have to thank the officers of the British
Council fof '?hc very efficient and cordial way in which
they ar;Qnged my tout.

JFhave also to thank the Libtratians of all the
E;ibrarles I visited in England, Paris, Zurich and Rome

t the courtesy and kindness they extended to me.
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LIST OF LIBRARIES VISITED

Name of the Library

Upiversity of [llinois Library, Urbana

Public Libtary, Peoria

Btadley University Library, Peoria

Mliinois State Normal College Library, Normal

University of Chicago Library and American

- Library Association Head Office, Chicago

University of Colotado Library ( Norlin
Library }, Boulder \

Weld County TjBrary and Colorada Stattx:.\\,.‘
College of Education Library, Greeley ¢

South Denver High School Library, ‘Denver

Denver University Libtaty ( Mary Reed
Library ) TUiff Theological Liﬁgf"a.’ry, Denver

Bibliographical Centre andfﬁl‘aﬁc Library,
Denver A :

University of W’yomlng\l ibrary, Laramie

Public Tibrary, Cokbrado Springs

Public Librarg Nand Mid-Western Library
Centre, C hltago

Umvcrslty\of ‘Utah Library, Salt Lake City

Univi sgy of California Library, Berkely;
Sm'}ford University Library, Stanford;

£\ Hoovcr Institute & Library, San Francisco

< \ Umversny of Southern Colifornia Tibrary and

California Technical Tostitute Library,
Pasadena, F.os Angeles
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Date
15t Oct. 1956

~18th Oct, 1956 ¢

19th Oct. 1956,
20th 0Cti9\5" '
zG;thSét. 1956
L

st Nov. 1956

23rd Nov. 1956

~ 3td Dec. 1956

oth Dec. 1956
26th to 28th

Dec. 1956
17th Jan. 1957
23rd Jan. 1957

soth Jan. 1957
3rd Feh. 1957

sth Feb. 1957

8th Feb. 1957



Huntington Museum and Library, San Marino,

Los Angeles §th Feb. 195+
Libraty of Congress, Washington 15th Feb. 1957
Department of Agriculture Library,

Washington - 18th Feb. 1957

Donnel Library Centre and Columbia Univer-
sity Library {Bubler Library }, New York toth Feb, 1957

N

H. W. Wilson Co., New York zoth Feb. 1937
Public Libraty, New York 218t Feb. 195‘_}
Masgsachusetts Institute of Technology Library ¥ ’\i\,’
and Harvard University Library, Boston "22nd Feb. 198 1>\ )
University of Princeton Library, Princeton 25th Fcb. {pw
Library Association and University College s
. Library, L.ondon 15¢°] N{g\h 1957
National Central Library and Britiah \[ubeum
Londen ¢ »\E}L{'March 1957

Westminister Public library and its Refercno“;
Division, Maryelbone Public Library, L dudon jth March 19¢7
Upiversity Library and Fitz William M.ui}eum

and Libraiy, Cambridge “’.:‘l' ~sth March 195~
Bodleian Library and Indian !mt‘ﬁ:ute |.iby arx,

Oxford. ~.\ 6th March 195~
Bibliotheque Nationalg J{’Méfs fth March 1957
Central 1.ibrary, Zumch rith March 195+
Vatican Lthrar\ R cm‘cé 14th March 1957
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